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AIms

Our aim was to assess people’s folk knowledge of plants and compare the

knowledge of three generations

Methods
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* Data were collected during interviews. Photographs of 35 plant species were used. Photos were tested
for recognition, and usually showed several salient plant parts and also the whole plant.
* Inteviews were made in Sztana and Zsobok villages with families where two or more generations

grew up in the village. In total, we made 60 interviews.
 Our questions during the inteviews were:
* Plant name
 Flowering or ripening time
 Habitat preference of the species
* Present and past use of the species
* Beliefs, tales, folk songs, superstitions and legends connected to the species
* Time when the interviewee learnt the name, use or habitat

Species list

Trees

* Acer campestre
 Populus tremula
 Fagus sylvatica

* Quercus petraea
Shrubs

» Cornus mas
 Cornus sanguinea
* Euonymus europaeus
» Staphylea pinnata
 Rubus caesius

e Asarum europaeum

* Anemone nemorosa
 Sanguisorba officinalis
 Dictamnus albus

* Lychnis flos-cuculi

* Silene latifolia

 Oxalis acetosella
 Rhinanthus spp.

« Amaranthus retroflexus
* Galinsoga spp.

Ferns  Centaurea jacea-micranthos
* Dryopteris filix-mas  Xanthium italicum

Herbs * Sonchus spp.

* Briza media  Carduus acanthoides

e Cirsium oleraceum
* Tussilago farfara

* Dipsacus spp.

* Neottia nidus-avis
* Orchis purpurea

* Bromus spp.

* Festuca rubra

» Phragmites australis

* Eriophorum latifolium
 Carex acutiformis
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Colours represent a family.

In Zsobok we found a four generation family (red line). The 85-year-old
great-grandmother knew 76% of the plants. In her case ageing has to be
considered (presumably her knowledge was bigger). The grandma (60-year-
old) knew only 72% of the plants. Her age group still works in agriculture.
The mother (39-year-old) knew 48%, the grandchild (14-year-old) only 45%.
The sudden knowledge loss between grandparents and parents were caused
by social and economic changes. The parents age group works in towns,
agriculture is done only as a part-time job.
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2. picture: Meadow» by the spring, at the border of

Sztana and Zsobok

4. picture: An interview
(Photo by Miklos Ovari)

Living traditions

good againts diarrhea

Cornus mas: It can be used In various ways. Its spirit is valuable, the compote pulls fever and is

Dipsacus spp.: Some old ladies still remember the old joke that if girls wash their hair with the
water which is collected on the leaf after rain they will have a strong and beautiful hair.
Tussilago farfara: It is regarded as two folk taxa , only some knew that the leaf and blossom
belong to the same taxon.

Fagus sylvatica: On 1st of May boys bring a branch for the girls. They use it in various ways.
The leaf is edible, oil can be made of its acorns.

Conclusions

The amount of knowledge is dramatically reduced from generation to generation. Compared to
grandparents parents knew only 50-60% of the plants studied. (We are planing further analyses
to determine if it can be considered to be a knowledge erosion in the community. We are

Interested at what age the three generations have learnt their plant knowledge.

Knowledge loss is also great
hobbies, economic and socia

not need a thorough knowledge of plants.
60% of the grandchildren learn from their grandparents, because their parents work and the
grandparents look after them.
In 70% of the cases people knew the plants at least by sight, they knew where they grow, when
they bloom. Names and uses were much less known.
Each person creates some new names for some plants. Usually based on a salient feature. E.qg..
Xanthium italicum —hedgehog after its fruits; Briza media- fish plant, after the shape of the

fruits.
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