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INTRODUCTION

METHOD

Traditional ecological knowledge connected to resource
management is more and more often used in nature
conservation  also in Europe. Medieval oral (and later
written) laws and regulations of traditional resource
management techniques of Hungarians living in
Transylvania (Romania;
) have been collected
by historians. We have re-evaluated these old laws and
regulations from an ecologists perspective.

Data on early resource use and its regulations were published in three books written by István Imreh: The self-regulating
Transylvanian village, Chronicle of Kászonszék, Order in the Transylvanian village, sum. 1255 pages. After collecting of
data from these three books we sorted them using DPSIR framework. We have defined Driving force, Pressure, State,
Impact and Response in the table (sum. 6 columns, 67 rows and 402 records).
illustrates a little part of our DPSIR
table.
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RESULTS
AIM
Our main goal was to get to know the medieval
resource management and its regulation in
Transylvania, and to make an informative database on
that. We wanted to create a database that can be used
with ease in the future for further research.

We have differentiated six categories according to land-use
types: forests, arable lands, meadows, pastures, water bodies,
and other.
taken in Gyimes, Transylvania in 2012
illustrate the six different categories. The distribution of data
collected from the books by categories is shown in
.
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CONCLUSION
Results show that 16th-century people aimed for the
long-term sustainable use of resources, especially
protecting timber, fodder, soil, and water. Some of these
regulations have survived till present and are used by
villagers in landscape management (e.g. in pasture and
forest commons). It is a big challenge for modern
Europeans to learn and integrate these historical
regulations in present resource management. As a result
of our collection and sorting of data on medieval
resource use an informative database has been made
providing a good basis for further research. We are
planning to compare the collected data to the
regulations survived till present and used nowadays by
villagers.

